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Get to Know Your Board By Anna M. 

Tom Latterner, Trustee 

Tom has been detecting for 
about 15 years. He uses the 
Minelab Explorer, Minelab 
Excalibur and the Tesoro 
Conquistador. The most 
interesting thing that he has 
found was a 1951 women’s 
class ring that he was able to 
return to the owner. 

Deb Wittkowski, Trustee 

Deb has been detecting for 6 years 
and uses the Fisher 128:X, White’s 
MXT and Minelab Explorer XS. Her 
most interesting find is an 1899 
Morgan Half Dollar found in the 
driveway where an old house used to 
be. 

Ron Jenner, Alternate Trustee 

Ron has been detecting for about 18 
years. He uses the Minelab Explorer II 
on land, Fisher CZ-3D on the beach, 
Fisher CZ-21 in the water, Tesoro 
Tiger Shark underwater and in seeded 
hunts. His most interesting find was a 
piece of driftwood that was pointed at 
one end and had aluminum foil 
wrapped around the other end, making 
it look much like a knife. When he found 
this, his imagination took over, and he 
could envision a young boy having many 
adventures with his hand-made knife. If 
you see Ron at one of the club 
meetings, ask him to tell you about 
some of the adventures he thinks this 
little boy had! 

Well, I hope this information was 
fun for you to read and helps you to 
know the board members a little bit 
better. Just for fun, there’s a game 
on the next page for you to guess 
what fact belongs to which board 
member. The answers will be 
provided at the November club 
meeting! 

So I was thinking recently and 
wondering how well each of us 
really know the board members 
of our club. I mean, we see each 
other once a month for about 2 
hours and then we part ways 
until the next club meeting. 
Sure, a few of us get together 
on occasion and go detecting 
together, and of course, there’s 
the seeded hunt twice a year, 
but how often do we really get to sit 
down and chat and really find out 
who people are? 

So... here’s a few “fun facts” about 
each of the club board members. I 
hope you enjoy it! 

Mike Walker, President 

Mike has been metal detecting for 
about 12 years. He uses a Minelab 
Explorer for relics and coins, a Fisher 
CZ20 and  CZ21 for water hunting, and 
a Minelab Exterra 30 for competition 
and beach hunting. One of the most 
interesting things he has found while 
detecting is a Civil War US belt plate 
from a soldier’s hut in Virginia. 

John Dudley, Vice President 

John has been detecting for 10 years 
and uses a White’s M6. His best finds 
to date are two Grand Army of the 
Republic badges (veterans of the Civil 
War). 

Brian Matecun, Treasurer 

Brian has been detecting for 3 years. 
He uses a Garret Ace250 and Minelab 
Explorer SE for land hunting, and a 
Detector Pro Pirate Headhunter in the 
water. He wears an eye patch when 
water hunting (just kidding). His most 
interesting find was a Conductor’s 
Button from Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern Railroad dating from 1869-
1914, found in an old park. 

Anna Matecun, Secretary 

Anna has been detecting for about 2 
years and uses a Garret Ace250. Her 
favorite find to date is a small, old 
button that has a horseless carriage in 
the design, found in a school yard. 
Nothing spectacular in itself, but it 
reminds her of a pair of overalls that 
she had as a young girl because they 
had a similar button design. 

John Assenmacher, Trustee 

John has been detecting for 5 years 
and uses the Minelab Explorer on land 
and the Minelab Excalibur in the sea. 
The most interesting thing that he has 
found is an 183:’s New York Militia 
Belt Plate. 

Pictured from Left: John Dudley, Deb Wittkowski, Tom Latterner, Brian 

Matecun, Anna Matecun, Mike Walker, John Assemacher, Ron Jenner 
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Who Did What? Provided by the Board Members 

OK - here’s your chance to test your knowledge of the board members, or at least see how good you are at 

guessing! Try to match the names with the interesting fact. Come to the club meeting on November 16 

to find out if you matched them up correctly! 

What will you do with that Change Lost And Dirty or better known to 
those of us in the detector world as C.L.A.D?  Hopefully over the past 
year each of you has been saving your findings with the goal of totaling 
it all up at the end of the year to use it for something special, much 
needed, fun, or even romantic!  Whether you plan on purchasing a 
new detector or accessory, going out to the movies, making home 
improvements, or taking that special someone out to dinner all depends 
on that one little thing so many people seem to lose… C.L.A.D.! 

It’s not the most joyous thing for every detector to find at the bottom of 
their pristinely dug plug, but for some of us it still gives a rush because 
in our eyes, that dirty money is still $$$!  Besides, we worked hard to dig 
it out and bring it back to life and of course the more of those you bring 
back, the more exciting it can be! And who can argue that, even 
though it’s C.L.A.D., it’s still better than finding a pull tab or foil! 

So... now that you’re thinking about all the wonders that C.L.A.D. can 
bring or offer, we want to hear from you!  Write us a letter about your 
plans for your cashed in treasure.  Just stop at the table during the 
November meeting and speak with Anna so she can help you get your 
story published in the newsletter! 

I will also be handing out a general survey at the meeting just in case 
you are a little shy and don’t feel that you’re ready to become a 
published author quite yet!  Remember – “Keep your coil to the soil!” 
and even if it’s C.L.A.D., dig it! 

C.L.A.D. By Ace C. 

1. Mike Walker 

2. John Dudley 

3. Brian Matecun 

4. Anna Matecun 

5. John Assenmacher 

6. Tom Latterner 

7. Deb Wittkowski 

8. Ron Jenner 

 

 

 

A. Has a sister who is a dancer for an NBA team 

B. Was in a small village in the West Indies the day after a 

public hanging took place in the center of the village 

C. Is a distant relative of Franz Gruber, who wrote the 

music to “Silent Night” 

D. Has 4 college degrees 

E. Met Richard Petty at the Grand Canyon 

F. Was born at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds Army 

Hospital in Maryland 

G. Was once in a bakery at the same time as Bill Murray, 

Harold Ramis and Andie MacDowell 

H. Was accepted to the Seminary to become a minister 

after High School 

Our current coin raffle is a 1908 
AU55 $2.5 Indian gold coin. 
Chances are pretty good that we will 
raffle that off at this month’s club 
meeting since we only have to sell 
$128 more in tickets! If it doesn’t go 
this month, it will for sure be raffled 
off in December! 

And remember, you can now 
purchase tickets for the 50/50, 
silver dollar or raffle coin for $1.00 
each or 6 for $5.00. This is per item 
- you cannot combine tickets for 
different items to equal the $5.00 
purchase amount. Make sure you 
stop by the front table and see John 
D. or Anna M. to purchase your 
tickets. 

Tickets! 
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Jewelry 

1. Spirit of St. Louis commemorative pin (Dan C.) 

2. Sterling Catholic pendant (Mike W.) 

3. 10K gold ring (John D.) 

4. Sterling silver ring w/ black stone (Doris A.) 

5. 14K men’s band w/stones (Bruce W.) 

6. 14K gold ring w/aquamarine & 3 chips (Keith P.) 

7. 14K men’s wedding band (John A.) 

8. Silver ring w/turquoise colored setting (Hal D.) 

9. .925 ring (Ace C.) 

10. Stainless steel men’s wedding band (Deb W.) 

11. 14K ring w/diamond chips & purple stone (Ron J.) 

The winner was 14K ring found by Ron J. 

 

Coins 

1. 1995/1998 double-headed quarter (Ace C.) 

2. 1854 seated liberty half dime (Dan C.) 

3. 1918 standing liberty quarter (Mike W.) 

4. 1919S wheat penny (Hal D.) 

5. 1844 Victoria silver crown (Brian M.) 

6. 1857 flying eagle cent (Bruce W.) 

7. 1920 mercury dime, 1927 buffalo nickel, 1910 
wheat, 1919 wheat & 2 1926 wheat pennies in one 

hole (Tracy O.) 

8. 1882 Indian head penny (Rick B.) 

The winner was the 1854 half dime found by Dan C. 

 

Fob, Badge & Token 

1. Mid 1800’s Canadian bank token (Bruce W.) 

2. Big Sable Point lighthouse pressed penny (Hal D.) 

The winner was the Canadian bank token found by Bruce W. 

 

Most Unusual 

1. Dragon rhinestone staff (Billy K.) 

2. Antique butter knife (Bruce W.) 

3. War of  1812 militia artillery button (John A.) 

4. 1880’s suspenders buckle in wood (Rick B.) 

5. Very old lead seal (Mike W.) 

6. Slammer from pogs game (Ace C.) 

7. Roy Rogers toy gun (Tracy O.) 

8. Bird band (Charlie T.) 

9. Old pocket knife (John W.) 

10. German WWII bomber toy plane (Deb W.) 

11. Hamm’s tap handle (Patty C.) 

12. Fire department button (Erik M.) 

The winner was the artillery button found by John A. 

Find of the Month Winners 
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Congratulations! 

Keep finding all those great items! 

Winners! 

Our Fishbowl Silver Cache winner was Ron W. but he was not present so it  carries over to next 
month! 

Our silver dollar winners were Steve B. & Al H.! 

Our 50/50 winners were Erik M. & Steve P.! 

Congratulations, everyone! 



Look us up on the web! 

www.swmss.org 

The Scoop News 

6692 Whitehorse Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

The Scoop News is the official 

newsletter of the Southwest Michigan 

Seek & Search Club. The newsletter is 

edited by Anna Matecun. 

The club meets on the third Tuesday 

of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Plainwell Community Center.  

From U.S. 131, take exit 49A and go 

east on M-89. go through three traffic 

lights, then another 1/8 mile. Turn 

right into the drive just before the 

second set of railroad tracks. The 

building is near the road on the south 

side of M-89. Parking is in the rear of 

the building. Enter on the west side.  

Meetings are open to the public. 

Things You Should Know...  

¶ We will give away two turkeys at the 

club meeting this month. We will do it 

at the December meeting too!  

¶ The Board has finished reviewing/revising the Club By -

Laws. Copies will be available at the club meeting this 

month. We will vote to adopt the new By - Laws at the 

December meeting.  

¶ With the time change on November 7, the much loved 

ñMiscellaneousò category is back. This is for non-

detected items that have come into your 

possession since the last club meeting.  


