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Detecting Tips compiled by Anna M.

Although many of you have seen this
information in our newsletter before, I
thought with the warm weather, and
many new members in our club, this
would be a good time to put this in
again. Always a good reminder of
proper detecting etiquette!

These are not my original ideas... I did a
bit of internet search and came up with
the items that are included. Most of
them are from the Tesoro website
(tesoro.com) and Mike W sent me a few
items. Happy detecting!

e Always check federal, state,
county and local laws before
searching. It is your
responsibility to "know the law."

e Abide by all laws, ordinances or
regulations that may govern
your search and the area you
will be in.

e Never trespass. Always obtain
permission prior to entering
private and public property,
mineral claims, or underwater
salvage leases.

e Never go into areas that are
fenced in to keep people out.

e Do not damage, deface,
destroy, or vandalize any
property, including ghost towns
and deserted structures, and
never tamper with any
equipment at the site.

Never take big shovel-type
digging tools into public
places.

Never litter. Always take out
what you take in and remove
all trash dug in your search.

Fill all holes, regardless how
remote the location. Never dig
in a way that will damage, be
damaging to, or kill any
vegetation.

Do not build fires, camp at or
park in non-designated or
restricted areas.

Leave all gates and other
accesses to land as found.

Never contaminate wells,
creeks, or any other water
supplies.

Be courteous, considerate, and
thoughtful at all times.

Report the discovery of any
items of historic significance to
the local historical society or
proper authorities.

Uphold all finders, search and
salvage agreements.

Promote responsible historical
research and artifact recovery
and the sharing of knowledge
with others.
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Tom Dietz - May Speaker

Rolling Down the River: The Kalamazoo River’s Role in the
Settlement of Kalamazoo County

The Kalamazoo River was a critical natural resource in the settlement and
development of Kalamazoo. Not only the newly arriving Americans but the
Anishnabek, the native people of the region., had long recognized its
value. Tom will present the river and how it influenced the lives of those
living in Kalamazoo county in the 1820’s through 1840’s.

Raffle

Our current raffle coin
isa 1784 8 Real from
the El Cazador
Shipwreck recovery.
There is a very good
possibility that we will
give it away this
month!

Our next raffle item
will be a Garrett Ace
250 with an extra coil.
We plan to begin
selling tickets for this
at the Seeded Hunt.
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“PROBE AND DRIVER”

Used in less moist lawns where targets are not so deep (one to four inches) and the “Plugging”
method is objectionable. The Probe and Driver method requires more practice but is much less
damaging to grass than Method 2. The probe used can be a non-metallic probe such as a
modified fiberglass fishing rod, a metallic probe such as a blunted ice pick or the much
preferred brass probe. A non-metallic probe will be the least damaging to the target.

After pinpointing target, use the probe to locate target depth (Fig. TA). Next, insert eight-inch
screwdriver on center just above target and rotate slightly to open ground (Fig. 1B). Now insert
screwdriver just under target at an angle and lever target to surface (Fig. 10). Brush all loose dirt
back in the hole and close by exerting pressure all around opening (Fig. 1D).

“PLUGGING”

Used only where allowed in natural wooded areas and very moist lawn areas. Plugging in hard
dry ground can damage grass roots, leaving yellow “dead spots” in time.

After pinpointing target, cut three sides of a four-inch cube around target center (Fig. 2A) using
a six-inch sturdy hunting knife or shovel. Cutting a “hinged” cube rather than a cone shaped
plug will properly orient its return, prevent removal by a lawnmower, and lessen the chance of
scratching the target. With the knife blade or shovel, carefully pry against the cube side
opposite the “hinge” (uncut side) and fold back (Fig. 2B). Scan search coil over plug and hole to
isolate target location. If target is in plug, carefully probe until located. If target is in hole and
not visible, probe bottom and sides until located and remove (Fig. 2C). Repeat scan for
additional targets. Replace all loose dirt with plug. Seat plug firmly with foot (Fig. 2D).

Saturday Activities will include a seeded hunt on the beach (weather permitting) in the
evening. This hunt is separate from the Sunday hunts. Cost to participate in this is $5.00,
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. payable at the hunt. After this hunt, we will go back to the Flywheelers Club for a bonfire..
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W John Dudley for more information.
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Sunday Activities:

8:30 Breakfast (pancakes, sausage and other delicious things!)
9:00Church Service

11:.00 Kids (12 and under) Seeded Hunt (cost is $5.00 per child)
12:00 Potluck lunch - bring a dish to pass

3:00Second Seeded Hunt

Flywheelers Club, South Haven

$40.00 for both Sunday hunts,
1:30 First Seeded Hunt $25.00 for 3:00 hunt

May 21-22

Prize tokens will be planted in the ground for both hunts and will be distributed after the end of the second hunt. There will

also be prizes for the Kids.

If you would like to donate prizes, see Mike Walker.

$1
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Find of the Month Winners

Jewelry

1. Ladies 14K yellow gold ring w/diamonds & opals (Keith P.)

2. 19506s sterling silver brooch
3. 14K ring w/diamond (Mike W.)

4. 14K mans wedding band (John A.)

5. Dolphin ring (Ace C.)

The winner was the 14 K gold ring found by Keith P.

Coins
1. 1880 Indian Head penny (Jason W.)
1852 large cent (Tom B.)

1899, 1901 & 1902 Indian Head pennies (Brian M.)
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1939 mercury dime (Greg S.)
1884 Indian Head penny (Dan C.)
6. 1944 Washington quarter (Rick B.)
7. 1896 V nickel (Mike W.)

8. 1915 Barber dime (Shawano C.)
9. 1908 Barber quarter (Gerald L.)
10. 1822 large cent (John A.)
11. 1820 large cent (Keith M.)
12. Mercury dime (Denny N.)

The winner was the large cent found by John A.

Fob., Badge & Token

( J als o Militaty good conduct medal (Tom B.)

2.
3.

9.

10.

11.

JD Mims $1 trade token, 1909 (Greg S.)

Kal. Co. Social Services bus token (Jason W.)

1981 penny w/heart shape cutout (Hal D.)

18664 W. Jaxon Grocer token (Steve J.)

1943 Kal. Co. dog tag (Mike W.)

Braleys Tavern good for 10 in trade token (Shawano C.)
National ski patrol badge (Denny N.)

1820 commercial chance Upper Canada token (John A.)
Golden Circle parking token (Ace C.)

19006s medical t

ag (Lester R.)

The winner was the Upper Canada token found by John A.

Most Unusual
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Winners!

Our Fishbowl Silver Cache winner was Paul B,
but he was absent, so it carries over to next
month!

Our silver dollar winners were Doris A & Dale Z!
Our 50/50 winners were Tim P & Diane ]!

Congratulations, everyone!

10.
11.
12.
13.

Brass animal bell (John D.)

Wolf head Cub Scout kerchief slide (Hal D.)

Old key (Mike W.)

Old Caesars Palace fantasy tower key (Gerald L.)
1911 lead Eagle pencil (Steve J.)

Pipe cutter (Denny N.)

1880-1909 fAThe Mothers Friendo
Small figure holding baby (Greg S.)

Teeth with gold (Bruce W.)

Civil War coat button (John a.)

SS Swann & Sons brass medallion (Ron M.)

Half of a quarter (Lester R.)

Old thimble (Ace C.)

The winner was the teeth found by Bruce W.

Congratulations!
Keep finding all those great ite

bottl e

ms!




May 2011

The Scoop News
6692 Whitehorse Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49048

Look us up on the web!

www.swmss.org

The Scoop News is the official
newsletter of the Southwest
Michigan Seek & Search Club.
The newsletter is edited by
Anna M.

The club meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. at the Plainwell
Community Center.

From U.S. 131, take exit 49A
and go east on M-89. go
through three traffic lights,
then another 1/8 mile. Turn
right into the drive just before
the second set of railroad
tracks. The building is near the
road on the south side of M-
89. Parking is in the rear of
the building. Enter on the west
side.

Meetings are open to the
public.

Things You Should Know...

Nominations for all Board
positions will be taken at
the May meeting.
Elections will be in June.
Remember - with the
updated By-Laws, there is
only one vote per paid
membership. We will have
printed ballots for the
vote.

We are collecting pull

tabs to be given to
Bronson Hospital for
their ORonal

typed house.

pull tabs and bring them
to club meetings. There
will be a jar on the front
table to put them in.
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