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Club News By Mike W. 

Well, detecting season is in full swing! 

Like many of you I have been waiting 

patiently for water season to get here. I 

hit the water for the first time recently 

when the water was finally a reasonable 

temperature. As usual I could tell 

someone had been there, probably over 

the weekend. They left plenty of holes, 

but I did manage to find some keepers 

that they missed!  

Detecting pressure has increased ever 

since the price of gold sky rocketed. 

Most of those who are looking for gold 

on the beach or in the water are finding 

less. I believe that due to the high cost 

of gold jewelry that many people are no 

longer buying gold. We now have 

stainless steel, titanium and tungsten 

carbide that are being made into rings. 

They are cheaper but nice looking. I 

have also found that some people are 

putting diamonds into sterling silver.  

With the rise of gold it seems that many 

more people are getting into the hobby 

looking for that elusive yellow metal. 

That being said, here is my theory. Less 

gold being lost + more people detecting 

= less gold to go around. Oh well, we 

will just have to try harder and have 

fun while looking! 

We had another great seeded hunt out 

at the Flywheelers club in South Haven. 

The weather was great, the food was 

great, the finds at the hunt were great 

and the prizes were great. But most of 

all the fellowship amongst the 

members was awesome! Many times 

at one of these hunts a new friendship 

is made that lasts forever. Thanks to 

all who helped in any way to make our 

club hunt another success. Hopefully 

we will have a great turnout at the 

summer fellowship hunt. Remember, 

this is not a seeded hunt like the 

spring and fall; it is where we all go to 

a location and just see what we can 

find.  

The club continues to see new people 

at almost every meeting. It is nice to 

see guests and new members coming 

on a regular basis.  

There are some members who need 

to be lifted up in your thoughts and 

prayers. Keith P. last week broke his 

arm. I was not surprised when he told 

me he had them put on a waterproof 

cast so he could water detect as soon 

as he felt up to it! Go get ‘em Keith!  

Another member is at the U of M 

having surgery to remove some 

cancer from his bladder. They also 

found a spot on his lung. I hope to 

know the results soon and will share 

with the club as soon as the member 

is ok with me sharing his name.  

Still another member got some good 

news when he went to U of M 

recently. Details will follow soon.  

It is great that our club (Family) cares 

about each other.  

Tickets 

Our next raffle item 

will be a Garrett Ace 

250 with an extra coil. 

Tickets can be 

purchased at club 

meetings during the 

break. Tickets are 

$1.00 each or 6 for 

$5.00. This is a 

ñmembers onlyò raffle. 
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If you will not be at the June meeting 

but would like to vote, complete the 

ballot below and mail it to: 

Brian Matecun 

6692 Whitehorse Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

 

Absentee ballots must be signed and 

received by June 21 to be counted. 

Only one ballot per paid membership. 

2011 Board SWMSS Elections 

President  (vote for only one) 

  Mike Walker * 

  John Dudley 

 

Vice President  (vote for only one) 

  John Dudley * 

  Ace Covey 

 

Secretary  (vote for only one) 

  Anna Matecun * 

 

Treasurer  (vote for only one) 

  Brian Matecun * 

 

Trustees  (vote for only three) 

  Ron Jenner * 

  Tom Latterner * 

  Deb Wittkowski * 

  Eric Andrews 

  Keith Payne 

 

           

Name (printed) 

 

           

Signature 

 

* incumbent 

Board Elections 

Okay club, we need your opinions, ideas and thoughts. Our club 
is a great club, but there is always room for improvements. We 
just finished another excellent spring seeded hunt, yet we would 
like to see more people in attendance. We have recently had 
some wonderful speakers visit the club, but are wondering what 
else would you like to hear about. 

Remember this is your club and you do have a voice - we would 
really like to hear from you. Take a minute to answer the 
following questions and bring them to the next club meeting. 
Your name does not have to be on them. Brian M. will be 
collecting them and will share the results with the board and the 
club members in the near future. 

¶ What do you like most about our club and why? 

¶ What do you dislike the most about our club and why? 

¶ What would you like to see improved/changed within the club? 

¶ What activities would you like to see our club do? 

¶ In the last three seeded hunts, how many have you 

participated in?  If none why? 

¶ What improvements or changes would you like to see 

regarding the seeded hunts? 

¶ One suggestion regarding the seeded hunt was to have a “60 

and older “ only hunt, if you fall within this age bracket would 
this be something that would interest you? 

¶ Have a suggestion regarding the club, seeded hunt or other 

club related topic? Express yourself here. 



Jewelry  

1. Gold locket (Mike W.) 

2. 10K gold ring w/7 diamonds & 14 stones (Jason W.) 

3. 14K gold woman’s ring (Denny N.) 

4. 10K gold ring w/cubic zirconium & garnet (Sharon K.) 

5. 18K gold plated ring w/large stone (Dale Z.) 

6. 925 silver earring (Ron J.) 

7. 10K gold earring w/6 stones (Ace C.) 

The winner was the 10K gold ring found by Jason W. 

 

Coins  

1. 1921 wheat penny (Rick B.) 

2. 1906 Indian head penny (Rick R.) 

3. 1952D Franklin half dollar (Mike W.) 

4. 1901S half dollar (Tom H.) 

5. 1828 large cent (Keith M.) 

6. 1884 V nickel (Ron J.) 

7. 1925D Mercury dime (Ace C.) 

The winner was the half dollar found by Tom H. 

 

Fob, Badge & Token  

1. Binder Park Zoo rolled penny (Mike W.) 

2. 1910-20 Arizona Machinery Caterpillar fob (Tom H.) 

3. YMCA bus token (Jason W.) 

4. 1935 Washington State sales tax token (Charlie T.) 

5. 1920 Van Buren Co. Michigan dog license #17 (Ron M.) 

6. Tony the Tiger pin (Dale K.) 

7. Dick Tracy Secret Service patrol badge (Ace C.) 

The winner was the Dick Tracy badge found by Ace C. 

 

Most Unusual  

1. 1887 Copper Primer box (Mike W.) 

2. Diving helmet (Jason W.) 

3. Old weather vane (Charlie T.) 

4. 30-o6 live round (Hal D.) 

5. Clock winding key (Sharon K.) 

6. 1930’s Manoil oil taker toy truck (Ron J.) 

7. Dog post & cable (Denny N.) 

8. 1906 Simplex hand-held pencil sharpener (Ace C.) 

The winner was the toy truck found by Ron J. 

Our Fishbowl Silver Cache winner was Dale Z! 

Our silver dollar winners were Diane J & George S! 

Our 50/50 winners were Chuck S & Eric A! 

The winner of the Spanish 8 Real was John W. 

Congratulations, everyone!  
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Find of the Month Winners 

Winners! 

Congratulations! 

Keep finding all those great items! 



Save the date! 

Our club summer 

fellowship hunt will be on 

Saturday, August 20. 

More details will be 

available closer to that 

date, but we wanted to let 

you know so you can plan 

now to join us that day! 

We continue to  collect 

pull tabs to be given to 

Bronson Hospital for 

their òRonald McDonald-

typeó house. Save your 

pull tabs and bring them 

to club meetings. There is 

a jar on the front table to 

put them in. 

The Scoop News is the official 

newsletter of the Southwest 

Michigan Seek & Search Club. 

The newsletter is edited by 

Anna M. 

The club meets on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 

7:00 p.m. at the Plainwell 

Community Center.  

From U.S. 131, take exit 49A 

and go east on M-89. go 

through three traffic lights, 

then another 1/8 mile. Turn 

right into the drive just before 

the second set of railroad 

tracks. The building is near the 

road on the south side of M-

89. Parking is in the rear of 

the building. Enter on the west 

side.  

Meetings are open to the 

public. 

The Scoop News 

6692 Whitehorse Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

Look us up on the web! 

www.swmss.org 
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